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If there are students who are not familiar with Census or American Community 
Survey data, a brief overview can be included.

Here is a good brief guide: https://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/USCensus/ACS

https://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/USCensus/ACS


● Instructor “solutions” for discussion after each group has shared their 
responses to their assigned questions:

○ Generally, the distribution across counties seems similar for men and 
women, with women experiencing higher levels of poverty overall and 
in some specific counties

○ The maps and note are missing specifics about the source of the data. 
Is it decennial Census? American Community Survey? From what year? 
Also missing north arrow, scale bar, label identifying the state as 
Mississippi.

○ For context, we might need to know the general population density for 
each county. 

○ Advanced: the data classification method used results in different 
scales for each map, making it more difficult - or not possible - to make 
direct comparisons across groups
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Bonus: ask which step of the data visualization process relates to each assumption



● Discussion questions:
○ Now looking at poverty stratified by both race and gender, what do the 

visualizations reveal? 
○ Which group is most affected by poverty across Mississippi?

● Instructor notes:
○ Taking an intersectional approach looking at poverty by both race and 

gender reveals that Black women are most affected by poverty across 
Mississippi. It highlights the limitations of exploring gender absent 
race. Black men face higher rates of poverty than white women, but 
this would be rendered invisible if aggregated with data on white men

○ The power granted to maps and data, which in many cases can and has 

led to the reinforcement of oppressive structures, is also the reason 

why they have the potential to be used to bring attention to those 

oppressive structures. 




