
Redesigning Economist Charts Activity



Redesigning Economist Charts 
Group Activity Instructions 
● Split class into groups of 2-4 people
● Each group will receive a chart
● Answer the following questions about the chart:

○ What message is the chart trying to get across?
○ What is misleading about this chart or preventing the message from getting across?
○ With the above questions in mind, how would you redesign the chart? Sketch out or use your 

preferred visualization software to redesign the chart.

● Share redesigns and discuss.



What were the solutions from 
The Economist? 



Left-click

https://medium.economist.com/mistakes-weve-drawn-a-few-8cdd8a42d368



Fit as a butcher’s dog

https://medium.economist.com/mistakes-weve-drawn-a-few-8cdd8a42d368



Bremorse

https://medium.economist.com/mistakes-weve-drawn-a-few-8cdd8a42d368



Free markets and free workers

https://medium.economist.com/mistakes-weve-drawn-a-few-8cdd8a42d368



Brazil’s golden oldie blowout

https://medium.economist.com/mistakes-weve-drawn-a-few-8cdd8a42d368



Germany compared to 
Greece, Netherlands, and 
Spain in the article

https://medium.economist.com/mistakes-weve-drawn-a-few-8cdd8a42d368
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